
Thank you for volunteering to help!
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Have you ever wished that someone 
had clued you in to the "real world" 
before you actually were required to 
tackle the task?  Reality Town does 
just that by giving students a glimpse 
into the future of adult financial 
responsibilities.
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Reality Town provides students 
with a hands-on simulation in which 
they make lifestyle and budget 
decisions as they take on careers, 
salaries, families, and the associated 
responsibilities of the adult world. 
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Reality Town:

■ is a tool to get students to take education seriously.

■ helps students to see school as a means for better 
employment opportunities.

■ helps students begin to look and plan for their futures.

■ helps students see how the choices they make from 
this point on can affect the life they will have as an 
adult.
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Student’s learn the following in class to help 
prepare them for the Reality Town experience.

Mini Lessons:

■ An interest and career search.
■ Writing a personal resume.
■ Filling out a job application.
■ Check writing.
■ Balancing a checkbook.



Students picked their career based on 
their own personal interests and 

current GPA.

By classifying the careers in this way, students 
are able to see what their prospective career 
opportunities may include given their current 
effort and achievement in school.

■ For example, in the simulation a "C" student could 
not choose to be a doctor.
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Students take on the life of a 30 year old.  They 
have randomly been assigned one of the 
following life scenarios:

■ married, spouse works and goes to school 
● no help for child care – contributes $500 to their monthly income

■ married, spouse works
● contributes $2,000 to their monthly income

■ single parent 
● add $200 per child to their monthly income

■ married, spouse stays home
● no additional income added

Student are also randomly assigned 1, 2 or 3 children in their Reality 
Town family. 
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The student’s:
lifestyle scenario, number, ages 
and gender of their children, job 
assignment and salary 
information all appear on the 
student’s personal pay stub found 
on the inside cover of the student 
handbook.
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Click for next 
slide



Lifestyle 
Scenario  

Ages, gender and 
# of children

Student’s 
Name

Job & 
Education

Household Monthly 
Income

Student & 
Equipment Loans

TM
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Pay Stub



Your job is to help students with 
purchases at a particular business.

■ The designated area has been set-up with tables 
and signs indicating the various businesses. Click for next 

slide



They then may visit the other businesses in any order.

Students will enter the gym and visit the 
Savings & Loan where they will open a 
checking account and receive a checkbook.

®
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Students are required to visit every business 
and make purchases and financial decisions 
involving their family's monthly income.  
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■ Students will write out a check at each 
business to pay for their purchases.

■ The check should be written out to the 
name of the business – Groceries, 
Donations, Medical, etc.
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Collect the checks in a pile at your table.



SAVINGS

At the bank students may take out the money 
they have put into savings. 

They must go to Financial Counseling to access 
their Emergency Savings. 

The Check Register is located 
in the center of the handbook.

Please record in the register the 
total amount of the purchases 
made at your business and 
subtract it from the balance for 
the students.

Clothing 125.00

3,500.00
3,480.00

50.00 3,430.00
3,305.00
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Savings Deposit 50.00 50.00

Found in the middle of the 
student handbook

Emergency Savings – you must go to Financial 
Counseling to be able to use this money $1,000$1,000



Please initial the back of the student 
handbook in the designated area, to 
help insure that students visit all of 
the businesses.
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Optional businesses.
❖ The Pet Store
❖ Military Recruitment Office
❖ Life Insurance
❖ Investments  are also

❖ Supplemental Income and Financial Counseling are 
there to assist you if you need help, and are optional.  



At each business you will find an 
instruction sheet with the 

information that you will need. 
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Information for 
specific businesses
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Health Insurance
 Medical & Dental

■ An insurance stamp 
indicates that a student has 
Medical or Dental Insurance

■ No Insurance Penalty  = 
the student has opted to not buy 
insurance – they are charge full price 
for doctor & dental visits.

Dental and Medical Insurance are purchased at the at the 
Insurance Office.
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Clothing

■ Information on the Pay Stub 
tells you if the student needs to 
dress in professional attire for 
their chosen career.

This information helps the volunteers in the clothing business 
and is further explained in the instructions for the clothing 
volunteers.
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Transportation

■ The student’s lifestyle scenario 
gives information about the 
student’s transportation needs.  
The Pay Stubs are color coded 
for quick identification. 

This information helps the volunteers at 
the transportation business and is further 

explained in the instructions for the 
transportation volunteers. 
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Send students to
Financial Counseling if they 
run out of money or need 
financial advice or help.
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 A wrap-up and debriefing 
will be completed in the 

classroom after the Reality 
Town simulation.
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Questions?

Thank You for your help, 
and enjoy your day at 

Reality Town!

The END


